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The Demand for Higher Education in Jordan
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Mohammad Mahmoud Al Neji Bani Essa
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Prof, Adul-Razzaq Bani HAni

Abstract

In the last few years, Jordan has witnessed an incessant increase in
the demand for education at all stages in general, and for higher education
in particular. The demand for higher education represented by the high
number of applications for joining universities; besides thousands of
students who go outside Jordan seeking for higher education in spite of
Jordan's suffering from economic problems represented by the increase
rate of unemployment, the decrease of the real per capita GNP, and the
decrease in the exchange rate of Jordan dinar. These events forced the
government to establish more universities and community colleges and to
permit the private sector to establish universities and community colleges,
too. '

!

This study tries to specify the role of socioeconomic variables in the
demand for higher education in two methods. First, through time series
data, whereby logarithm function has been estimated for the demand for

~ higher education for the period (1977-1991). This study concluded that the

yearly number of general secondary education graduates, the number of
yearly government scholarships, and the ratio of education cost index to
price index positively affect the demand for higher education, whereas the
real per capita (G. N. P) affects it negatively.

Another function which represent the demand for higher education
in Jordan, has been estimated, as a second method through across
sectional data, the function has taken the logistic function form. Some
socioeconomic variables were included as independent variables which
affect the demand for higher education, these variables are: sex, stream
(scientific or literary), the education level of parents and their jobs,

19
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studénts, scho'ol average, family monthly average income, family size, and

" the expected cost for higher education,

This study concluded that the probability of attending higher
education is affected by the student's school grade aversdge, family monthly
average income, On the other hand, the family size and the expected cost of
higher education affect the demand negatively. '

Moreover the probability of attending higher education varies with
sex, the stream in the high school, educational level for parents and
parents jobs. It shows that the probability of attends higher education is
more for female and scientific sfream.

Because this study is the first of its kinds in Jordan (to the best of the
researcher knowledge) the researcher recommend to carry out more
studies in this field for its importance. '

He also recommend to look again at the admission policy in the local
universities to minimize the number of students who go abroad seeking for
higher education for its negative effects on Jordan's economy and to try to

‘attract foreign students to study in Jordan. The researcher also

recommends to focus on the quality and quantity of higher education and to
focus on the equivalence between the future economy needs and the
subjects of study needs in higher education establishments.
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